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Ryder  Divinity  School 

Ryder  Divinity  School  of  Lombard  Col- 
lege is  now  affiliated  with  the  Divinity 
School  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  under 
their  rules  for  Allied  Organizations.  These 
rules  provide  that  Lombard  College  main- 
tain for  Ryder  at  Chicago  a  Universalists, 
House.  This  does  not  mean  a  building, 
at  first  at  least,  but  a  Dean  and  the  body 
of  students  with  him.  Ryder  Divinity 
School  was  opened  for  students  by  the 
Trustees  of  Lombard  College,  on  the  fifth 
of  September,  1881,  at  Galesburg,  Illinois. 
Funds  for  this  specific  purpose  have  been 
given  this  Board  of  Trustees  by  Dr.  W.  H. 
Ryder,  of  Chicago ;  Hon.  A.  G.  Throop,  of 
Pasadena;  Mr.  Cushing  Jones,  of  El  Paso, 
111.,  and  others.  It  has  come  to  pass,  how- 
ever, that  the  modern  minister  needs  as 
much  training  for  his  work  as  a  doctor, 
teacher  or  lawyer.  To  support  buildings 
and  faculty  to  do  this  at  Galesburg  would 
require  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  than 
has  yet  been  given  the  Trustees  for  this 
purpose.  Accordingly  the  Board  made  a 
most  careful  study  of  the  plan  of  the 
Divinity  School  of  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago for  allied  organizations,  and  at  its 
annual  meeting  in  June,  1912,  voted  unan- 
imously to  adopt  those  plans.  President 
L.  B.  Fisher  was  asked  to  go  to  Chicago 
as  Dean  of  the  new  Ryder,  and  Dr.  Shut- 
ter, Dr.  Case,  Dr.  Effie  McCollum  Jones 
and  Mr.  Holden  were  appointed  to  serve 
with  him  as  the  Committee  to  have  charge 
of  the  new  movement. 

Our  Legal  Title 

The  affiliation  of  Ryder  with  the  Divin- 
ity School  of  the  University  of  Chicago 
has  made  no  difference  whatever  in  our 
legal  title  or  in  the  control  of  our  funds. 


Ryder  never  has  been  a  separate  corporate 
body  and  is  not  now;  and  all  our  funds 
are  administered  by  the  Trustees  of  Lom- 
bard College.  Gifts  intended  for  the  Ryder 
Divinity  School  should  be  to  that  Board, 
and  with  the  gift  it  should  be  distinctly 
specified  that  the  donor  desires  such  gifts 
to  be  used  for  the  theological  school. 

The  Universalists'  House 

At  present  this  means  Dean  Fisher,  as 
sisted  by  lectures,  etc.,  from  Dr.  Case,  of 
Chicago,  and  Mr.  Dunham,  of  Oak  Park. 
Dr.  Bartlett  of  Chicago,  and  Mr.  Millar 
and  our  churches  and  pastors  within  reach 
have  expressed  lively  interest  in  the  new 
plan  and  are  all  ready  to  help  to  the  utter- 
most. Ultimately,  however,  as  the  work 
grows,  we  will  have  to  have  a  building  of 
our  own  There  are  Universalists  some- 
where who  have  the  money  to  do  this  and 
they  will  hear  the  call.  All  that  bears  the 
name  of  Ryder  in  Chicago  must  build  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  University  a  building 
with  a  chapel  for  worship,  and  a  center  for 
our  work  as  it  develops. 

At  present  the  House  is  the  Dean's  resi- 
dence, 5733  Monroe  Ave. 

The  Opening  of  the  New  Work 

The  Universalists'  House  began  its  new 
work  at  the  opening  of  the  Autumn  Quar- 
ter, Sept.  30,  1912.  The  Dean  and  five 
students  made  the  beginning.  The  Univer- 
sity Calendar  is  divided  into  four  Quarters 
of  twelve  weeks  each.  These  Quarters 
begin  Sept.  30,  January  2,  March  31,  and 
June  16.  New  students  may  enter  with 
any  of  these  Quarters.  The  plan  of  in- 
struction is  found  on  the  last  page  of  this 
Bulletin.  This  plan  shows  of  course  only 
the  Denominational  features  of  the  work. 
Every  department  of  the  University  and  of 
the  Divinity  School  is  open  to  our  stu- 
dents exactly  as  if  it  was  ours.     The  new 


plan  of  affiliation  simply  gives  us  all  the 
benefits  of  the  best  Divinity  School  that 
money  and  brains  can  make.  Our  students 
supplement  the  work  of  the  school  by 
training  in  St.  Paul's  Parish  House  work, 
and  in  our  other  Chicago  churches  as  fast 
as  we  can  supply  the  demand.  One  is  now 
employed  in  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer. 
Students  are  also  encouraged  to  preach  in 
the  vicinity,  as  they  are  qualified  under 
Divinity  School  rules. 

Circular  of  Information 

The  best  way  for  any  one  who  wishes 
to  know  all  about  the  new  Ryder  is  to 
write  for  the  regular  Circular  of  Informa- 
tion of  the  Divinity  School  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago.  Our  students  have  every- 
thing described  in  that  Circular  on  exactly 
the  same  terms  as  are  prescribed  there  for 
all  students.  The  rules  governing  Allied  Or- 
ganizations are  also  printed  in  that  Cir- 
cular. The  work  of  our  Universalists' 
House  will  be  described  in  full  in  later 
issues  of  the  Circular. 

A  Graduate  School 

The  Divinity  School  of  the  University 
of  Chicago  is  a  graduate  school  and  does 
not  offer  degrees  to  any  candidate  who 
has  not  the  equivalent  of  a  college 
education.  It  is  believed  that  a  modern 
minister  preaching  to,  and  associating  with 
educated  people,  must  himself  be  educated. 
The  "Divine  call"  is  still  reverently  re 
garded,  but  the  proof  of  that  call  is  in  a 
willingness  to  make  most  thoro  prepara- 
tion possible  for  the  work. 

Time  spent  in  college  is  time  gained  later. 
Many  churches  have  failed  because  of  un- 
trained leadership,  and  many  forlorn  hopes 
have  been  redeemed  by  efficient  leaders. 
It  is  desired  then,  that  all  Universalist 
church  workers  influence  in  every  possible 
way  our  boys  and  girls  with  the  ministry 


in  mind  to  plan  to  attend  Lombard  College 
first  Of  course  any  standard  school  will 
do,  but  we  like  our  own  best.  This  means 
fewer  students  for  Ryder  for  a  time,  but 
better  equipped  ministers  later,  and  it  is 
the  far-seeing,  wise  policy  that  our  whole 
people  should  insist  on  working  out. 

The  Liberal  Christian  Church  especially 
calls  for  liberally  educated  men  and  women 
as  preachers  and  leaders  and  workers. 

English  Courses 

The  Divinity  School  of  the  University  of 
Chicago,  however,  offers  English  courses  for 
those  who  by  reason  of  age,  or  for  any  real 
reason,  find  college  training  impossible. 
These  courses  are  specially  designed  for 
pastors  who  can  do  resident  work  here  in 
the  summer  Quarter  and  correspondence 
work  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  new 
Ryder  wants  to  hear  from  our  Universal- 
ist  ministers  and  workers  everywhere  in 
regard  to  a  possible  summer  course.  To 
our  utmost  we  plan  to  serve  such.  We 
invite  correspondence  from  any  man  or 
woman  who  wishes  to  preach,  and  is  troub- 
led about  the  matter  of  formal  preparation. 
The  whole  spirit  of  this  place  is  a  desire 
to  assist  such  persons. 

The  College  of  Religious  and 
Social  Science 

For  some  persons  among  us  this  Col- 
lege will  be  of  interest.  It  is  one  of  the 
Colleges  of  the  University  under  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  the  Divinity  Faculty 
and  is  designed  for  such  students  as  are, 
by  reason  of  age  or  other  cause,  unable 
to  take  a  separate  college  and  divinity 
'course.  It  also  has  in  mind  those  planning 
for  philanthropic  and  social  work.  It  is 
a  regular  four  year's  college  course  re- 
quiring for  entrance  a  regular  high  school 
preparation  of  fifteen  units.  The  work 
done  the  first  two  years  is  mainly  in  Ethics, 


Philosophy,  Psychology,  Economics,  His 
tory,  Sociology,  English  and  Science  with 
one  language  beside  English. 

The  last  two  years  of  this  course  con- 
tinues these  subjects  with  some  direct  aim 
at  the  ministry.  The  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Philosophy  is  given  on  the  completion  of 
this  course.  The  Circular  of  Information 
gives  all  details  of  this  college  work  and  it 
ought  to  interest  some  Universalists  who 
feel  themselves  too  old  to  go  to  Lombard, 
and  who  yet  desire  college  training. 

Other  Advantages 

Students  of  the  Universalists'  House  have 
all  the  advantages  of  the  great  University 
and  of  the  great  city,  that  they  are  mature 
enough  to  use.  The  Libraries,  Lectures, 
Art  Galleries,  social  centers  and  all  things 
that  make  for  ministerial  culture  and  train- 
ing, are  here. 

Ryder  students  are  not  surrounded  with 
high  sectarian  fences,  seeing  only  their  own 
brand  of  ministers,  lest  they  catch  some 
disease  from  others.  But  here  are  associa- 
tions with  some  hundreds  of  men  and 
women  intent  on  preparation  for  most  effi- 
cient service  possible  in  building  the  King- 
dom of  Christ  in  this  world.  The  whole 
atmosphere  of  the  University  and  Divinity 
School  is  delightful,  and  inspiring. 

Ryder  is  here  to  serve  Universalists,  or 
any  other  whom  it  can,  in  all  possible 
ways  to  make  a  more  efficient  Liberal 
Christian  Church. 

Expense 

The  expense  of  living  here,  and  of  tui- 
tion, is  as  low  as  can  be  found  at  any 
divinity  school  anywhere,  and  lower  than 
some  others. 

Full  particulars  are  given  in  the  Circular 
of  Information  and  the  Dean  is  always 
glad  to  answer  questions. 


The  Outlook 

The  new  Ryder  at  Chicago  ought  to 
mean  new  life  for  the  Universalist  church 
and  all  Liberal  Christian  Churches  of  the 
middle  west. 

This  most  favored  territory  on  the  earth, 
is  destined  to  be  as  great  in  its  religion  as 
in  all  its  other  attainments. 

The  coming  Harmony  of  Religion  is  to 
be  worked  out  here,  and  the  Universalists 
are  going  to  have  a  large  share  in  it. 

Any  disinclination  that  young  folks  have 
shown  toward  the  ministry  as  a  profession 
these  recent  years  will  pass  away  as  the 
new  ideals  for  the  new  ministry  are  seen. 
Every  argument  that  is  brought  against  the 
ministry  as  a  profession  can  be  with  equal 
force  brought  against  every  possible  life's 
work.  Some  advantages  of  the  ministry 
as  a  profession  can  be  urged  that  no  other 
work  of  man  offers,  mainly  the  supreme 
spiritual  rewards  that  come  to  one  who 
fights  the  good  fight  and  keeps  the  faith  to 
the  end.  If  any  one  has  permitted  his 
church  to  be  known  as  the  church  of  the 
forlorn  hope  he  is  going  to  be  ashamed  of 
it  and  face  to  the  front  once  more  in  his 
Master's  work. 

The  world  for  Christ  is  a  far  more  ra- 
tional and  inspiring  cry  than  it  ever  was 
before.  The  ideals  of  the  Christian  church 
are  far  more  clearly  defined  than  they 
have  ever  been  before. 

If  sections  of  the  Christian  church  have 
had  a  sinking  spell  at  times,  it  is  really 
only  a  season  of  lying  fallow  that  greater 
harvests  and  more  glorious  results  may 
follow. 

The  new  Ryder  stands  for  the  new  Uni- 
versalist Church  as  it  spoke  at  its  last 
General  Convention  at  Springfield,  and  the 
New  Universalist  Church  in  the  middle 
west  is  going  to  stand  for  the  New  Ryder 
and  the  new  Lombard. 


The  statement  of  our  work  at  Chicago 
will  appear  in  the  University  catalogues 
and  circulars  substantially  as  folows. 


THE  UNIVERSALISTS'  DIVINITY 
HOUSE 

Officers  of  Instruction 

Lewis  Beals  Fisher,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.  Dean 
and  Lecturer  on  Denominational  History 
and  Doctrine. 

Lorenzo  Dow  Case,  D.  D.  Lecturer  on 
Liturgies. 

Samuel  G.  Dunham.     Assistant  Lecturer. 

Courses  of  Instruction 

By  far  the  major  portion  of  the  work 
done  by  students  in  this  House  is  that  of- 
fered by  the  Divinity  School  in  its  general 
announcements.  The  main  purpose  here 
is  to  seek  after  reality  in  religion  and  to 
apoly  that  reality  to  life,  and  not  to  build 
a  sect.  The  end  is  to  train  men  and 
women  for  efficient  spiritual  leadership  in 
the  Church  of  Christ.  At  present  this 
great  end  seems  best  attained  by  loyalty 
to  some  denominational  group. 

This  House  offers  the  following  courses 
bearing  on  its  denominational  life  : 

1.  History  of  Doctrine  among  the  Uni- 
versalists.  The  teaching  of  the  Bible  when 
it  refers  to  the  final  outcome  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  God  and  the  reign  of  Christ; 
the  Greek  theology;  Clement  of  Alexan- 
dria ;  Origen ;  the  Latin  Theology  and  Mid- 
dle Ages ;  modern  Universalism ;  Law. 
Erskine,  Maurice,  and  Farrar;  Universal- 
ism of  Relly,  Murray,  Ballou ;  the  Restora- 
tionist  movement ;  the  modern  philosophy 
of  Universalism ;  the  new  theology,  Camp- 
bell, Gordon,  Abbott ;  evolution ;  the  new 
Social  Spirit;  the  wholeness  and  unity  of 
the  race.  Autumn,  Winter  and  Spring 
Quarters,  1912-1913 — Dean  Fisher. 


2.  History  of  Universalist  Organiza- 
tion. Associations  ;  Conventions ;  Parishes ; 
Churches  ;  Schools ;  Publishing  interests ; 
Missions  ;  Ecclesiastical  polity.  Winter  and 
Spring  Quarters,  1912-1913 — Dean  Fisher 

3.  The  Place  of  Liberal  Christianity 
among  the  Religious  Forces  of  To-day. 
Time  to  be  arranged — Mr.  Dunham. 

4.  Worship  and  Liturgy  in  the  Liberal 
Christian  Churches.  The  Christian  Pastor 
at  Communion  Service,  Weddings,  Funer- 
als, etc.     Time  to  be  arranged~MR.  Case. 

Address  all  letters  of  inquiry  to  the 
Dean. 

LEWIS  B.  FISHER 

University  of  Chicago 
Chicago,  Illinois 
Universalist  House 
5733  Monroe  Ave. 
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